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a work of such proportions and of so large general value should be 
marred by so many errors, mainly typographical. We have noted errors 
in the breathings and accent of Greek words on pp. n, 17, 26, 51, 
96, 101, 127 (five of them), 220, 223-5, 2 &1- The writing and pointing 
of Hebrew words are too often incorrect, as for instance on pp. 27, 
268, note 1. Leipzig is spelled with an s. The reference under 3 at 
bottom of p. 48 should be, not " Kirkpatrick," but " Ryle," The Canon 
of the Old Testament. In his discussion of the Old Testament in 
the church we find no reference to Diestel, Geschichte des Alten Testa- 
mentes in der christlichen Kirche, one of the most useful works of the 
last century on this theme. 

Ira M. Price. 
The University of Chicago. 

Das Buch Jesaia. Erklart von Karl Marti. {—" KurzerHand- 
Commentar zum Alten Testament," Lieferung 10.) Tubin- 
gen: Mohr, 1900. Pp. xxvi + 428. Subscriptionspreis, M. 
5.40 ; Einzelpreis, M. 7. 

A cursory examination of this volume brings to light an elaborate 
analysis of the book of Isaiah occupying 4 pages, 1 1 pages of intro- 
ductory discussion, a running commentary filling 414 pages, and an 
index 14 pages in length. The analysis at the beginning of the 
volume and the index at the end are full, and decidedly better than 
the average. 

The introduction presents the critical view already made familiar to 
us by Duhm and Cheyne. The position set forth is that Isaiah, whose 
prophetic activity began as early as 740 B. C, accomplished his mission, 
as other prophets had done, by oral utterance, which was, in some 
measure, put on record and circulated among disciples, and thus dis- 
seminated among them, but never compiled by him. These utterances, 
thus put into circulation, constitute the kernel of the book of Isaiah. 
This kernel is found in various portions of chaps. 1-3 1, and is assigned 
to the period beginning shortly prior to 734 B. C. and extending to 
701. In comparing the list of verses assigned to this kernel with that 
in Cheyne, it will be seen that, while Cheyne gives 273 verses, or parts 
of verses, to Isaiah, Marti diminishes the number to not over 240. 

It is said that the section chaps. 1-27 was completed scarcely before 
100 B. C, and the section chaps. 28-35 can be little older. The 
demerits of this particular position have been fairly stated by Professor 
G. A. Smith in Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. II, pp. 487, 488. 
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Deutero-Isaiah, chaps. 40-55, with the exception of a few additions, 
is declared a unit, out of which neither the Ebed-Yahweh songs nor 
chaps.. 49-55 are to be cut. The date assigned is about 540, when the 
power of Cyrus was in the ascendant. Trito-Isaiah, chaps. 56-66, is 
dated between 458 and 445 B. C. 

The mechanical execution of the body of the commentary is a 
model. The omission of a translation allows the exposition to be printed 
in large clear type, while summaries of sections and discussions, aside 
from the direct exposition of the verses, are put in smaller type. There 
are occasional translations of poetical passages in the earlier chapters. 
The chief value of the book is for the study of words or phrases. Its 
nearest kinship to other commentaries is probably to that of Duhm, 
which it excels, though it is not to be preferred to the " Kurzgefasste 
exegetische Handbuch," whether the fifth edition by Dillmann or the 
sixth by Kittel. 

The exposition of phrases is often happy, as in 40:31, *QK iby 1 
0^"I12)j5, "they put forth pinion feathers like eagles;" yet there are 
exceptions, as in the case of tV2fctb, 42 : 3. According to the testimony 
of the concordances, this phrase does not occur elsewhere, and the 
context must determine the specific meaning of the phrase. "Accord- 
ing to truth," objectively, " with truth," i. e., " with reality," is rejected 
"because the contrast with error is foreign to the context," and it is 
defined subjectively, "faithfully." A moment's reflection makes it 
evident that there is no contrast with unfaithfulness in the context, 
and, since there is no other ground for the interpretation given, it is 
unproven. The possibilities of the context have not been exhausted. 
tiSTffifl in vss. 1 and 4 is an emphatic word. tiBUJH fcO&in , vs. 3, is 
likewise emphatic ; after the denial that the Servant will deal harshly 
with the feeble and despairing, it affirms that he will bestow justice 
with truth ; i. e., real justice, and not the harsh substitute for it often 
given. 

Precisely here is a deficiency sometimes apparent in this commen- 
tary as well as in many another in greater degree. It is not a question 
of scholarship, or of criticism in the ordinary sense. It is a failure 
properly to recognize the operations of the constructive imagination 
in the writings under consideration. One learns that he cannot trust 
them to enter into the moods and sentiments of the author which are 
behind his words, and which are often deeper than his conscious thoughts 
even, with the consequence that the deeper meaning of the context is 
overlooked, and its superficial aspect rules the exegesis. Perhaps this 
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is a penalty for the attainment of a skill which can determine the exact 
amount of the kernel of Isaiah. 1 

F. B. Denio. 
The Theological Seminary, 
Bangor, Me. 

Das Buch Ezechiel. Uebersetzt und erklart. Von Richard 
Kraetzschmar. (— " Handkommentar zum Alten Testa- 
ment," III. Abtheilung, "Die prophetischen Bucher," 3. 
Band, 1. Theil.) Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. 
1900. Pp. xv + 302. M. 6. 

Students of the Old Testament will gladly welcome another 
volume in this notable series of commentaries. While in some points, 
especially of textual technique, it does not surpass the series of the 
"Kurze Hand-Commentar " edited by Marti, its greater fulness of 
exposition, and its translation of the text, entirely lacking in Marti's 
series, give it first place among German commentaries on the Old 
Testament. 

The introduction discusses (1) the name and person of Ezekiel, (2) 
the time of Ezekiel, (3) the book of Ezekiel, and (4) the literature on 
the book of Ezekiel. Of these four divisions the third is the only 
one requiring especial attention. After setting forth the usual divisions 
and subdivisions of the book, the author properly states that the mate- 
rial in the main is chronologically arranged. But in special cases it 
is sacrificed to meet the point of view on which like material was 
grouped. On the composition of the book of Ezekiel the author com- 
bats the view of Kuenen, that Ezekiel wrote his book entire, and even 
that of Cornill {Einleitung, p. 170), that Ezekiel put it in final shape 
in the twenty-fifth year (of his activity). He maintains that the com- 
pilation of the whole book could not have been done by Ezekiel. 
Evidences of this position are seen in the abrupt breaking off of the 
discourse in 3: 15 and 10:7; in the expansion of the call-vision at 
3:16^-21; the lack of order in chaps. 4f., 44-46; the purposeless 
repetition of the cherubim account in 10: 1, 8ff.; the interpolation of 
11:1-13 and 14-21 in the temple-vision (chaps. 8-11); the falling 
out of the date in 37:1; and the lack of order in chaps. 38 f. As an 
indirect confirmation of his position the author cites the tradition pre- 
served in Baba Bathra (fol. 14^, 15a), that in the line of prophets 
Ezekiel follows Jeremiah, but precedes Isaiah and the Minor Prophets, 

1 Concerning Marti's treatment of the term " the Servant of Jehovah " see pp. 
322-327 of this Journal. 



